
Dear students and parents, 3/19/20 
 

First, let me apologize because this is going to be a long letter with a lot of information.  
It will serve as instructions as we begin online learning and a reference point as we continue.   I 
will clarify and adjust as needed the further into online we progress.  I will also promise that this 
will be the ONLY letter of this length.  So, please read it all, read it carefully, and refer back to it 
as you have questions.  

 
To my SENIORS: I know this is not how you envisioned your senior year ending. I think of you 
daily and I pray that you are all safe and well. I miss each of you and from the bottom of my 
heart I am sorry that this has happened. I am here for you if you need me. Send me a number 
and I will call so we can chat. 
 

To begin all of this, I am going to do a video chat on Monday at 11AM.  The link is here 
and posted in the same announcement as this letter in Google Classroom.  The video will be 
live, so you can ask me questions as we have the video.  To begin with, I will explain the details 
of our daily assignments and go through the grading rubric with you.  Just like in class, you will 
read and write everyday.  You will also have the opportunity to talk about your reading and 
writing each day as well. 
 

Daily Writing: 
You will be asked to write one page (or more) a day.  
I would love for you to capture your thoughts, questions, comments, and concerns about 

the events that are unfolding. I want you to capture this history—your history—any way you’d 
like.  Someday when you are telling your story about these events, the notes may be helpful.  I 
will provide a link to a video or a poem or a news article or a picture to stimulate your thoughts 
about this situation.  But, if you have something else on your mind or heart, you may write about 
that. 

Your writing can be done by hand and attached to the assignment in Google Classroom 
OR you can type in the space provided.  The page expectation is a hand-written expectation.  If 
you type, your font must be NO LARGER than 12 pt and can be a half a page.   

Your daily writing will be graded on thoughtfulness and effort, so please be honest and 
take risks.  Try to practice and develop your writing skills as you go along.  If this type of 
learning continues past April 10, we will use one of the writings to develop into a full writing 
piece.  As part of your writing, I will give you written feedback through comments and through 
the hangouts (discussed below).  Part of your job will be to read and respond to the feedback, 
either by editing the original writing or applying it to future writings. 
 

Daily Reading: 
Find a book to read. Any book that interests you. Your choice. You are asked to read 

this book for 30 or more minutes every school day, then respond to what you have read each 
day.  You are asked to time your reading every day  and to track the time you spend reading 
on a chart with your response. I have created a chart for you in Google Classroom and will have 
a new one each week - you can use that or you can create your own and attach it.  There is an 
abbreviated example below. 

http://meet.google.com/zuw-mzsy-cnw


Your response should answer at least one of the following three questions thoroughly - 
right now, no textual evidence is necessary, but be aware that might change.  Right now, 
thoroughly is defined as: thoughtful new ideas each writing and at least three sentences.  

● Book - What is this book about?  What does the author want me to know? 
● Head - What surprised me?  What changed, challenged, or confirmed my thinking? 
● Heart - What life lessons did I learn?  How will this help me be better? 

As I read your reading responses, I will respond to your ideas in order to start a written 
conversation.  I will ask you questions and you can respond to those questions in your next 
week’s reading responses or in your daily notebook writing.  Your responses will be your way of 
clearly demonstrating that you are continuing to make progress through your books and they will 
form a significant portion of your grades for this class moving forward.  Please be thoughtful and 
responsive. 
 

 Wednesday Thursda
y 

Frida
y 

Title My Sister, The Serial Killer   

Pages 
Read 

Pgs 150 - end   

Reading 
Response 

Holy cow!  This book is weird.  I mean, really... what is 
going on with these two sisters? 
This part of the book is about how Korede is going to save 
the current boyfriend from her sister, the serial killer.  I 
think the author wanted to give me a close look at the 
relationship between sisters. I mean, not all sisters help 
each other clean up after murdering several boyfriends, but 
the conflicts they have are common: jealousy, frustration, 
loyalty, etc.  What surprised me is the continued loyalty 
from Korede to her younger sister.  I struggle being loyal to 
my sister and she hasn’t asked me to clean up dead 
bodies.  It confirmed my belief that sisters are complicated 
but it challenged me to accept my sister (and brother), 
regardless of the torment they may cause in my life. 
Ummm... don’t kill people (Ha!)  But seriously, I think I was 
reminded (again) about how important family is...  I need to 
do better.   

  

 
If you don’t have a book, you can find some digital copies for free here: 

https://ebookfriendly.com/download-free-kindle-books/ 
http://bcls.lib.tx.us/branches/ebranch.asp (follow the instructions here) 
https://www.alvinisd.net/Page/39046 (follow the instructions here) 
https://www.alvinisd.net/Page/39048 (follow the instructions here) 
New York Public Library’s Free App (follow the instructions here) 

https://ebookfriendly.com/download-free-kindle-books/
http://bcls.lib.tx.us/branches/ebranch.asp
https://www.alvinisd.net/Page/39046
https://www.alvinisd.net/Page/39048
https://www.nypl.org/books-music-movies/ebookcentral/simplye


If ebooks are not a possibility for you, and you still don’t have a book to read, please contact 
me.  I will find a way to get you a book. 
 

Daily Meeting: 
 I will have  google meetings that are optional, but recommended and requested - 

please try to attend one a week (if at all possible).  This is how we will keep “seeing” each other 
while social distancing.   
Each meeting will include some of the following: 

● clarification on lessons/assignments 
● feedback on work submitted (personal or small group) 
● catching up with each other 

 
Though we may not see each other for a while, we will combat “social distancing” by 

remaining connected to one another. There is strength in community, and it is this strength that 
will pull us through this event. This moment will pass, so don’t let these days elapse without 
capturing your thinking and experiences. Capture your history in real time and use this 
opportunity to grow as a reader and writer in a low risk situation.   
 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
I will respond daily. You can email, text, or call me directly.  
Everything I have stated can be altered if necessary to accommodate every situation. All I need is 
communication about what you need and how, so please do so if you have any issues or 
concerns.  
 
WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS TOGETHER….. 
 
Mrs, O’Neal 


